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A Legacy of Excellence

THE UYGONGCO FAMILY AND HUA SIONG COLLEGE OF 1LOILO

For the Uygongco Family, Hua
Siong College of lloilo is not just
an alma mater but a legacy
passed down through
generations.

From the patriarch, Felipe
Uygongco of Batch 1962, to the
latest generation of learners, the
family's connection te Hua Siong
reflects its enduring values of
excellence, discipline, and
community.

The Foundation: Felipe Uygongco, Batch 1962

Felipe Uygongco's journey with Hua Siong began with excitement
and anticipation on his very first day. While some of his classmates
were anxious, Felipe felt a sense of honor and enthusiasm about
being part of the school.

One of the highlights of his student days was the Chinese cultural
stage shows, which showcased Hua Siong’s rich heritage and values.
Felipe credits Hua Siong’'s core values as a cornerstone of his
personal and professional success.

As a past president of the school’'s Board of Trustees, Felipe takes
pride in witnessing how Hua Siong has produced thousands of
successful graduates. “The school’s ability to nurture its students
and instill discipline and excellence is truly remarkable,” he says.

Felipe encourages alumni to give back to the school that has given
them so much, emphasizing the importance of continuing Hua
Siong’'s legacy for future generations.
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The Torchbearer: Terence
Uygongco, Batch 1988

Terence Uygongco, Felipe's son,
embodies the values instilled by
Hua Siong. As part of Batch
1988, Terence reflects on how
discipline was the hallmark of
the school.
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“Our parents sent us to Hua
Siong because of its quality
education,” he says.

Terence and his three siblings all received their education at Hua Siong,
where they were taught not only academic excellence but also respect and
perseverance—values that have become the foundation of their lives.

One of Terence's proudest moments was representing Hua Siong in various
capacities during his student days. “It was an honor and a source of pride to
carry the school’s name,” he shares. He particularly credits Hua Siong for
fostering his love for mathematics, a skill that has served him well in life.

Terence believes in giving back to Hua Siong as a way to honor the institution
that has given his family so much. “We owe it to Hua Siong to contribute to its
continued success,” he says.

Continuing the Legacy: Mika Uygongco, Batch 2016

Terence’'s daughter, Mika Uygongco, graduated from Hua Siong in 2016. For
her, being part of a family with multiple generations of Hua Siong graduates
is deeply meaningful. “It gives me a sense of connectedness knowing that
my dad, his siblings, and my grandparents all graduated from Hua Siong,”
she says.

Mika values the lifelong friendships she formed during her time at Hua Siong,
which she credits with shaping her into the person she is today. She is
especially grateful for the lessons of discipline and work ethics passed down
through her family, molded by Hua Siong.
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A Sense of Camaraderie: Julian Felipe Uygongco, Batch 1989

Terence’'s brother, Julian Felipe, graduated in 1989. One of his proudest
achievements was being elected as the student council president, a role
he embraced as an honor and a responsibility.

Julian emphasizes Hua Siong’'s strong sense of camaraderie and unity,
traits that he and his batchmates continue to cherish. “Hua Siong is still
the best in lloilo,” he says, noting its exceptional educational standards,
especially in mathematics.

For Julian, Hua Siong is more than just a school; it's a community that
fosters family bonds and mutual respect. “There is no discrimination
here. It’s a place where everyone is treated as part of one family,” he
shares.

The Next Generation

Julian’'s children continue the
Uygongco legacy at Hua Siong. His
son, Darryl Kevin, graduated in
2014, while Sean Gabriel
Mackenzie, currently in Grade 5,
excels in mathematics
competitions, following in the
footsteps of his family members.

His daughter, Cassey Uygongco, a
member of Batch 2019, feels
inspired by her family’'s Hua Siong
legacy. “Knowing that my entire
family is educated here makes me “I am proud to be a recipient of
feel more connected to them,” she excellence and honored to continue

says. Cassey appreciates Hua the tradition,” Cassey adds. She s
Siong’s sense of tradition and inspired by the examples set by her
community, which she believes parents, aunts, and uncles to strive for
has shaped her family’'s values excellence in her own endeavors.

and achievements.
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A Legacy Worth Preserving

The Uygongco family’s multi-
generational connection to Hua Siong
College of lloilo is a testament to the
school’s enduring impact. From Felipe's
early days, marked by cultural stage
shows and discipline, to Terence and
Julian's pride in representing the
school, and now to Micah, Cassey, and
Sean Gabriel's ongoing journeys, the
family exemplifies the values of
loyalty, excellence, and gratitude.

For the Uygongcos, Hua Siong is not
just an institution but a second home
—a place that has shaped their
character and prepared them for life's
challenges. Their story is a reminder of
the transformative power of education
and the lasting bonds formed within
the Hua Siong community.

Giving Back to Hua Siong

As the Uygongco family reflects on their shared journey, one message stands
out: the importance of giving back. Whether through service, support, or
advocacy, they believe in contributing to Hua Siong's continued success.

Felipe, Terence, Julian, and their children share a common hope: that Hua
Siong will continue to nurture future generations, instilling the same values
that have guided their family.

The Uygongco family's story is a celebration of Hua Siong’s legacy of
excellence and its role in shaping not just individuals but entire families.
Their journey underscores the importance of preserving and strengthening
this legacy for the benefit of generations to come.

For the Uygongcos, the words “Once a Hua Siong learner, always a Hua Siong
learner” are not just a slogan—they are a way of life.




