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MRS. GUDELIA VELASCO-COO’S HUA SIONG JOURNEY

For Mrs. Gudelia Velasco-Coo,
affectionately known as “Bombing,” Hua

Siong College of lloilo is not just a i‘/ “*%' -
scheool; it ise @ s CoThETSLONE S Bl hieT ! G- 1

family’s identity, a wellspring of @ ' -
cultural connection, and a beacon of ”y' q i
educational excellence. A 100% Filipino, o
Mrs. Coo’'s story is a testament to the
inclusivity and transformative impact of
Hua Siong, not only on individuals but

across generations.

A Foundation Built on Education

Mrs. Gudelia Velasco-Coo0’s journey with
Hua Siong began when her father, Mr.
Venancio Velasco, Sr. also fondly called
as “Sia Go"” or “45”"--a moniker given to
him as he is seen carrying a caliber 45

gun, an -item he treasures after serving ég L{*
the Philippine Army. He was the school w

principal in the 1950s.

“Hua Siong was more than a school; it was a family,” she shares.
Through its rich traditions and focus on academic rigor, she found a
place where she could thrive. Learning the Chinese language was not
just an academic endeavor but a gateway to understanding and
appreciating Chinese culture.

One of the most vivid memories from her time at Hua Siong was the
production of Chinese dramas. These performances, orgdnized by
Chinese teachers, were often showcased during Foundation Day,
drawing the community together in celebration. “It was a coming
together of cultures and communities,” Mrs. Coo recalls.

After graduating, she pursued further education at the University of
the Philippines Diliman, bringing with her the discipline and values
instilled during her formative years at Hua Siong.
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A Life of Leadership and Service

Mrs=-Coosscommitmentto execliehcerextended- beyond, academics.
She has long been an advocate for community service, holding the
esteemed position of Iloilo Council President of the Girl Scouts of the
Philippines.-=Het ledderSiiMsssre s s ibEy S STanges Sempiiasis- ~on
character formation and its mission to produce graduates who
contribute meaningfully to society.

Her beloved husband, Mr. Antonio K. Coo was her classmate since
grade school. He is the son of Mr. Coo Piao Kun, a member of the
school’s Board of Trustees and one of the founders of Hua Siong. She
raised her children to embrace the values and education that Hua
Siong instills. Today, her children are all successful professionals, a
testament to the enduring legacy of Hua Siong’s holistic approach to
education.

Continuing the Legacy
The next generation of the Coo family has upheld the family's deep

ties to Hua Siong. Her sons, Antoine and Rei Coo, represent the
continuation of this legacy.
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Rei, a member of Batch 1999, and Antoine, Batch 2001, share fond memories
of their high school days. Both highlight the Citizenship Advancement
Training (CAT) as one of the most memorable parts of their Hua Siong
experience. "CAT taught trss disCiplinESimds e aindraderie; lessons that have
stayed with us throughout our lives,” says Ray.

Antoine reflects on the lifelong friendships forged during his time at Hua
Siong. “These friends have become my comrades, and our bond remains
strong to this day,” he says.

For Antoine, sending his children to Hua Siong is about maintaining a bond
with the institution that has shaped their family for generations. “Hua
Siong helped me succeed in life. | am confident it will do the same for my
children,” he adds.

A School Like No Other

Reflecting on her years at Hua
| Siong, Mrs. Coo emphasizes that
1 Hua Siong education is far from

GfelElry v e ST S bigoreus'- ‘and
values-driven, designed to mold
students into well-rounded

individuals. The school’'s vast
alumni network exemplifies its
| strong sense of community and
4 mutual support.

(‘n

Giving Back to Hua Siong

Mrs. Coo and her family are staunch advocates of giving back to the
institution that has given them so much. She takes pride in contributing to
Hua Siong’s continued growth and encourages other alumni to do the same.

“Every little bit helps in ensuring that Hua Siong remains a beacon of
excellence for future generations,” she says. Whether through volunteer
work, -mentorship, . ar “findncial: support, rshe fbelievesssalumnl' hdve a
responsibility to sustain the school’s mission and vision.
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An Enduring Legacy

For Mrs. Gudelia Velasco-Coo, Hua Siong is more than an educational institution;
it is a symbol of family, tradition, and excellence. From her father’s tenure as
principal to her own days as a student, from her children’s achievements to her
grandchildren’s promising futures, Hua Siong has been a constant in the Coo
family’s story.

Her journey: reflects theSiranstormabiessamicisaise duc atlon sand: thesenduring
values of loyalty, discipline, and service. As a 100% Filipino embraced by a
predominantly Chinese school, she embodies Hua Siong’s spirit of inclusivity and
mutual respect.

“Hua Siong is not just a school; it’s a home where lifelong values are nurtured,”
she concludes. Mrs. Coo’s story is a reminder of the profound impact that a single
institution can have on multiple generations, shaping not only individuals but
entire families.

Through her leadership, service, and unwavering commitment to Hua Siong’s
ideals, Mrs. Gudelia Velasco-Coo continues to inspire others to honor and uphold
the legacy of this remarkable institution. For her, and for the Coo family, Hua
Siong College of lloilo will always be a beacon of excellence, tradition, and unity.

| m——
. MR




